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The EXAMINER. 





From $Wanbdap January 18, to FrtDap January 22, 1713. 





ana 


Ego primum habeo autores ac magiftros Religionum colendarum Mayores 


no yfiros. 





Cicero de Harus. Refpon. 





HEN the News firft came over, that 
a Gentleman was Turn’d out of the 
Privy-Council in Ireland, for Reflest- 
ing, in a very prophane manner, up- 
on the Clergy of that Kingdom, in 
sypocation aflembled; fome of the fanguine Well- 
‘thers to the Charch were pleafed to fay in the vufual 
Gile. That it was to the great Mortification of the 
Whigs : Whilft the Under-clamourers of the Fatlion 
feem’d to be very much furpriz'd, and exprefs'd them- 
felyes in fome of thefe general ambiguous Terms 
Yon fee what they are Driving at, No Body knows, 
shere This may End.——Which are the ufual Language 
of the Hackney Advocates and Drudges to Sedition, be- 
fyre their Leaders and Prompters have given them their 
Lon, how to Open, and be more em in their 
‘amours. It might indeed be reafonably expected, that 
upon the arrival of this Piece of News, the Whigs fhould 
fand and gaze a while, and affume few Airs of Afio- 
nifhment: Becaufe the Punifhing of any One, for 
peaking Lightly and Psophanely of Religion, or for af- 
fronting the Orthodoa: Clergy, thews a Spirit in the Mi- 
niftry fo widely different from that which poffefs'd their 
Patriots, when the very fame Crime was accounted 
highly Meritorious, and made a Recommendation to 
Favour and Preferment: that a good deal of Wonder 
may very well’ become them, at the Oddnefs of the 
urn; notwithftanding they are prepar'd to guefs at the 
Reafons of it. 
Upon this Oceafion I cannot forbear Congratularing 
he Church of England, how little foever this remote 
‘ircumftance may feem to affect Her. It is a Happi- 
refs (which Sifter Charches did heretofore often men- 
ion with Joy in their mutual Intercourfes with each 
ther) that She has fo near a Neighbour, united to Her 
nthe fame common Head, both Earthly and Heavenly, 
znd Reform'd by che fame pure Pattern of Primitive 
brifianity, who, after a Jong and unwearied Struggle 


Powith the Tyranny of Popery, and Encroachments of Fi- 


tticifm, can fill put Her in mind of the Rights and 
dignity of a Prote/tanr Epifcopal Synod , and whenever 


Bhe is Attack’d by prophane irreligious Men, can pro- 
Ture Jaflice u 


on the Offenders, and maintain the Ho- 
ou of Her Orders and Her Clergy. The Jrifh Church 
njoys this further Advantage, that Her moft inveterate 
nd formidable Enemies are thofe without ; and that the 
tempts againft Her are general, and reach to the whole 
Order : Becaufe there are few of Her Clergy, who are 
t any Pains to deferve the Thanks and Praifes of He- 
ticks and Schifmaticks,-or would value Themfelves for 
being chiefly in their Favour. The Promotion of the 
brefent Learned, Pious and Wife Primate of Ireland to 
hat Dignity, which by a Courfe of many Great and 
minent Services he has fo well deferved, gave a Luftre 
lo the Church, which fenfibly affected all Her beft 
iends in Borh /land:. A Time may come, when per- 
aps I thaH be able co Compliment my Neighbours 
pon fome further Advantages, which, with the Fa- 
our of the Government the Jri/h Clergy may reafonably 
xpe&ts whereby they fhall be enabled to top the 


Growth cf Popery, and root out the Seeds of Fanaticifom 
and Rebellion: When fome Atronement thal] be made 
for that heavy Burden and indelible Blemith on the 4:/> 
Eftablifhment ; where a numerous Body of Diffenting 
Teachers, many of whom are found to be Diflenters 
from the Government as well as from the Charch, were 
maintain’d at the publick Expence, and to fhew us how 
learnediy they can explain the Meaning of Toleration, 
were paid for oppofing the National Church, more 
heartily than they did Popery ; and were encouraged to 
Propagate Schi/m and Rebellion, and entail our Corrup- 
tions upon Pofteriry. 

Bur waving thefe more general Confiderations, I fhili 
confine the reft of this Paper to the particular Occalion 
of Mr. M——:h’s removal from the Privy-Cancil, 
His Affronting the (lerey in the Words of Ab Scrip:ne, 
fhews him to be a tolerable Mafte: of the modith Rai- 
lery of the #bigs upon this Subje% : But when we con- 
fider that they were originally fpoken by the Lizbesier ing 
Jews, moved nith Envy, who bad taken unto them certain 
lend F.lms of the bajer Sort, and hed raifed aMob ag tins 
S:. Paul, the Parallel is not much to his Honour: And 
where the Performance rifes no higher than to the 
Repetition of a ftale forlorn Jeft, I do not think the 
Confolation of having faid one witty Thing after other 
People, will by any means fall to his Share, The Ho- 
nour of the Prie/thood in all Ages and Nations, whe- 
ther Heathen or Chriftian, Civt ized or Barbarous, has 
ever been the Care of the Publick ; and the Argument 
of General Confcnt turns very much in Favour of thet 
Order. If the Dignity of their Chara@er has been 
carry'd any where too high, and made a Grievance to 
the Subjest, there is no Reafon we thould avoid this, 
by running into a worfe Extream. We are either very 
Ignorant, or very Prejudic'd, if we do not know, that 
we have the beit and moft learned C/ergy in the World; 
and whilft our Neighbours envy us upon this Account, 
we fhould not treat them fo, as to make our felves un- 
worthy of the Blefling. I know of no folid Reafon for 
fuch Toauniont bur x Dutch Cuftom; and yet our 
Circumftances and theirs, are, in the prefent Cafe, 
widely different, If our Ciergy were too Rich, they 
would not be fo ofren Infalted and Ridiculed for their 
Poverty: Jf they were Poor and Contemptible, they 
would not be Mifreprefented, as they fomerimes are, as 
Dangerous and Formidable : If they did not Excel in 
Learning, their Order had long fince been Scribled out 
of Britain: And if they had too much Power, there 
would fcarce be fo many open Attacks upon the Duétrines 
and Difciptine of the Church, To Hate or Revile the 
Cergy, out of pretended Zeal for the State, is fenle- 
lets Malice and Ingratitude ; becaufe they always allifted 
us in Times of publick Danger, and have been often 
highly Inftrumental in the Deliverance of their Couy:- 
try. To Hate them on account of their Revenue, {a- 
vours ftrongly of Oppreflion; and whether we con- 
fider their Tenwre by the Laz, or by the Gojpel, 
we bid fair for the Overthrow of Property, by weak- 
ning the cleareft and ftrongeft Title thar any Briti/ 
Subjef? can plead to his Polieflions. To hate them 


becaufe 








be ufe they are of a different Order from u:, and 
ad‘ ere to the Intereft of their own Body, is a Proce- 
dure that expofes our felves to a worfe Cenfure ; and 
very unjuftly deprives them of that, common good 
Senfe and Sagacity, which ali Bodies and Corporations, 
even to the loweft Order of Mechanicks, do exercile 
ia more ample manner, than the moft Sacred and Ve- 
nerable. And to hate them becaufe many of them live 
in Eafe and Retirement (fo Sindy is called by Men of 
Knfinefs) muft prove but an ‘ill requital tor their gene- 
roully foregoing thofe many Advantages, which Ambi- 
tion and Avarice, join’d to their excellent Talents and 
expenfive .Education, might in all probability procure 
them.” The Orthodox Clergy never aim’d at any of thofe 
extraordinary Powers and Priviledges, which many of 
the Schi/matucal Teach:r:, who accufe them of a Tyraa- 
nical Temper, aye a€tually claim'd and enjoy’d, where- 
ever they could work themfelves into an Eftablith- 
ment. Even the Presbyterian Miniffers among us, for 
whole fakes fome Men pretend to leflen and oppofe 
the Clergy out of a tendernefs of Spirit, do in Fact ex- 
ercife a more fubftantial Dominion over their Congre- 
gations, many of which Congregations are full of dnde- 
pendents, and Men of a aifferent Religion from the 
Preacher : than ever the Clergy afpir'd to in the Church, 
when their Intereft was at the height, and the Cours 
look'd moft favourably upon them. Jn a Reign pre- 
ceding the Revolution, when Immorality was too mach 
the Fathion, the Cuftom of being Severe and Satyrical 
upon the Clergy obtain'd among the gay, loofe Part of 
our Gentry and Qualiy, evento.a Forfeiture of that 
good Manners, which was then fo much talk’d of as the 
diftinguifhing Mark of a Gentleman: Burt this Iniguity, 
however Grofs and Inexcufable, falls vaitly thort of the 
niodern Crime of Abufing, Libelling, and Buffooning 
the whole Order, not out of Wantonnefs of Wir, bur 
Perverfenefs of Principles. 

It is great Ignorance, or great Injuftice, to form a 
Judgment of an entire Body, from the Conduct of a 
very few; whofe Misfortunes are perhaps more the 
kault of thofe tho Cenfure them, than their own. 
There is one Office among the Clergy, I mean that of 
Chaplains, which certainly wants to be better regulated. 
But by obferying the Pawvreties which fome unhappy 
Gentlemen are expofed to, we fhould rather labour to 
Reform, than Vilify ; rather Cure the infected Parr, 
than fpread the Malady. All Orders of Men expeé to 
have Juftice done their Charaéter, from the End and 
Defign of their Inftitution, and from a general Account 
of their Conduét, and not from the ill Management of 
a Few, or the introduétion of one or two irregular 
Cuftoms, which they could not forefec, and cannor yet 
prevent. We muft therefore not treat the Clergy, as if 
they were only Chaplains to the Laity: And how light 
and indifferent foever this evil Habit of cenfuring and 
reviling a Sacred Order may feem.to us, upon'the Re- 
commendation of great Examp'es, and theforce of 
Cuftom; yet it is as manifeft a Breach of the Divine 
Lax, anda fure Proof of great Lakewarmnefs, if not 
of utter difregard to Religion. Our readinefs to accufe 
a weak Clergyman of difgracing his own Gown, is a 
Proof, that we own it for Venerable ; and therefore 
fhould not be the firft to Defile, what we were not 
appointed to wear. There is, and ever will be, a 
clofe Connexion between the Dignity of an Office, 
and the Reputation of thofe who bear it. Do we bid 
our Minifters look to the Honour of their Funétion, 
and at the fame time vacate that very Advice we give 
them, by difhonouring that Funétion without their 
Concurrence ? As he can never be called a good Sub- 
jet who reviles Men in Authority, and {peaks Evil of 
Dignities ; fo neither can he be reputed a good Chri- 
ftian, who indulges himfelf in the open Practice of 
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Calumny and Defamation, againft the Minijzer; of 4 
Religion, and the Sicxards of iss My/teries, dine. 
But however flagranr this Iniguity really js j» ;, 
own nature, 1 appeal to the Experience of Mank:.. 
whether reviling and niale-treating the Chir hac nn’ 
been the infeparable Mark of a Party now amone » 
A Whig has been known by his Satire and Ribaddry . 
this Subject, when he had efcap’d fafe thro’ all ori, 
Svmbols of Diftinétion. The Titles, Habts, Look, ¢, 
Jtares, manner of Life and Education, Furms of as 
mg and Preaching, Dues, Revenues, Inascent Diver; : 
and all other minute Circumftances in the Chars. 
of aCiergyman, have been made the ordinary Su 
jet of Drolleryand Contempt. The Prefs hath poy) ; 
out its blackeit Stains upon the Order. They heed 
been Ridicul’d in foolith Pamphbiets, idle Sinzs, 4) 
lewd Mifcellentes. An the Senate, upon the Bench» 
the Bar, and on the Stage, they have been fet up a 
expos'd as the Burts of Malice and Buffoonry a 
to the Difgrace of the Perfons who fpoke, as mucha, 
of the Subyect they went upon. The Mitre hath bee. 
fet upon a Head, conftant to no other Principle, by: 
that of Libelling and Abufing the daferisr Clerzy : oa 
the Pulp fill'd with Reverend Declaimers againg rs 
Honour of their own Order. Bur | fpake z melan. 
cholly Reflection on paft Mifcarriages ;_ in hopes, ty: 
the advice of fome of their Sophifters will preva 
with them, to be more Civil for the future ; if by 
meerly out of regard to their Temporal Intereft, and 
becaufe they find by Experience, the Clergy have it in 
their Power to make ample Reprizals. For indeed 
wherever any of the Fuclion were tender of this Poin 
they always took care to let us know the true Mo. 
tives of their Virtue ; and made it rather a Cuje of 
good Manners, than of Confcience. God be thaike 
thofe Times of Lingring Perfecution are now over, 
c . ) 
when the Clergy were Opprefled, Ill-us'd and Difcou- 
tenanc'd, and then in the way of gentle Reprod 
and brotherly Advice, charg’d with Imprudence, far 
not Voting with their greateft Enemies. The Chur) 
a expected .to retrieve Her Loiles and recover 
er former Happinefs, but in company with the 
Crown, Her conftant F:llow-Sufferer ; and after fo many 
Proofs of the Favour of the Government, the Cli 
need not in any Cafe defpair of yaaes. May evay 
one, who has IIl-will to them, either timely preven, 
or quickly meet the Fate of Mr. M——b. A woe 
than — regard for their Sacred Funstion and 
Character will but juft ferve to make up the Duy 
of Re/fitution, and attone for paft Injuries and At 
fronts. 


~o} 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


To Morrow will be publifh’d, 

* * Remarks upon Mr. Steel’s Crifis, humbly 1 
ferib’'d to the Clergy of the Church of England 
Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers Ha: 
Price 3d. | 


*4* Books Sold at low Rates, for the Benefit of Schoo’ 
(4) Phadrus Fables, (2) Select Stories out of Oviis 

amorphofis. & hree of Terence’s Comedies, viz 
e Andria, Adelphi, and Hecyra. (4) Corderus’s Co! 
uies, al] with Englifh Notes. (5) Some Chapters ov! 
Caitellio’s Verfion of the Latin Teftament, intended 










or of the Peculiars, &c. Printed for Robert Far’, 
e Bell in Grace-Church-ftreet ; Sold by Mr. Vernam 
‘Company, in Lombard-ftreet, Bookfellers. No‘ 
al Edicions of each have been Sold. 








a Sunday’s Exercife. By W. Willymot, L.L. DJ 
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